
Thank You to our Leadership Circle

Spring 2016 Newsletter

 If it hadn’t been for  
the pantry, I don’t know 
what we would’ve done 
… I am grateful for the 
blessings of food on 
our table.”

Maria receives help with  
grocery selections from  
Cathy, a volunteer.

When problems arose with his new business venture, Maria’s 
husband lost all he had worked for and was faced with un-
employment. For several months, the family struggled to pay 
bills and they were fearful of losing their home. With their 
savings diminishing and Maria unable to work due to poor 
health, they sought help from relatives. Maria’s family was 
able to keep their home, but their income was insufficient to 
cover all living expenses, including food.
 Maria decided to ask a friend for food and help. Her 
friend suggested that she visit Aurora Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry. At her first visit, Maria was pleased to be greeted with 
kindness and respect. She had never asked for food assis-
tance, but Aurora Food Pantry provided her with new hope. 

All was going well for Maria, her four 
children and her husband, who were living 

happily in Aurora. Her husband had started 
a new brick-washing business, and there was 
stability in their home. Unfortunately, their 
happiness did not last long.

Maria’s Search for Hope

continued on page 3

Celebrating 35 Years!



This year, we are proud to be 
celebrating our 35th anniversary 
– an anniversary that could 
never have happened without 
your generous support. You 
have donated food, funding 
and more, and volunteered 

innumerable hours to help fulfill our mission of 
ending hunger in our community.
 In particular, I would like to highlight the story of 
Karen Leonard, a thirty-year donor to Aurora Area 
Interfaith Food Pantry. Karen’s story of faithful giving 
mirrors the stories of so many of our supporters. Her 

consistent donations – which originally stemmed 
from her couponing hobby! – serve as an inspiration 
to us all.  
 We are so grateful to our community for 
everything you have done to support us, and look 
forward to continuing to partner with you to serve 
our neighbors in the years to come. Together, we 
can continue to make a difference!

Marilyn Weisner

Welcome to our brand new newsletter! We are very excited to have another way to share 
the activities of Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry that you help make possible.

A Message from the Executive Director

After retiring from her job as a chemist, Sue was 
surprised to find herself without much to do. That all 
changed six years ago when she dropped off food 
donations to Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry, and 
decided to respond to a sign requesting volunteers.
 Sue began volunteering at Aurora Food Pantry 
by helping to return shopping carts from the parking 
lot, restocking bread shelves, and then, assisting cli-
ent with produce selections. “This became a reason 
for me to get out of bed every morning,” Sue said.
 Three times per week, Sue currently helps her 
struggling neighbors to register for food assistance, 

welcoming new families and providing a consistent, 
friendly presence for those with the greatest needs 
who visit regularly.
 Sue enjoys “feeding people and doing a good 
thing”, but it is the social interactions with clients 
that give her the most pleasure.  “As much as you 
give of yourself and put into it, is as much as you will 
get out of life,” she shared. Like many of our volun-
teers, Sue also donates financially to Aurora Food 
Pantry to help support operating costs.
 Thank you, Sue, for so generously giving your 
time, talents, and financial gifts to Aurora Food Pantry!

When people think of retirement possibilities, relaxing poolside in an exotic 
place or luxurious spending often comes to mind. But, not for Sue Scheuerman. 
That wasn’t her style.

The Golden Years

 As much as you give of 
yourself and put into it, 
is as much as you will 
get out of life.”



She went home feeling happy that she could pro-
vide her children with enough nourishing food.
 “If it hadn’t been for the pantry, I don’t know 
what we would’ve done,” Maria said. “With the 
youngest child being lactose intolerant, the food we 
receive at the pantry allows me to use the money I 
save to buy him what he is able to eat. I am grateful 
for the blessings of food on our table.”
 Since 1981, the Aurora Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry has continuously provided food assistance 
to struggling families—such as Maria’s—to help 
them meet their basic needs. Today, Aurora Food 
Pantry serves approximately 23,000 unique, low-in-
come people residing in Aurora and its surrounding 

communities each year. Each family receives ap-
proximately $110 worth of food at each visit, which 
covers about four days of meals.
 Families often struggle to meet their basic needs 
due to low wages, unemployment, disabilities, and 
illnesses. Mindful of these challenges, staff and 
volunteers of the Aurora Food Pantry work hard to 
reduce barriers to food assistance. Clients are treat-
ed with dignity and compassion. Bilingual support 
is made available for Spanish-speakers. And most 
importantly, families may come for food assistance 
once a week, 51 weeks per year, so they can access 
food when it is most needed.

Maria’s Search    continued from page one

It all started with the clip of a 
coupon and the desire to give. 
Karen Leonard’s love for coupon-

ing inspired her to dedicate her 
time and earnings to Aurora Area 
Interfaith Food Pantry, filling her 
shopping cart so that others may 
fill theirs.
 Karen first became involved 
with Aurora Food Pantry over 30 
years ago when she learned about 
the pantry’s mission in a newspa-
per article. Over the years, she has 
donated thousands of pounds of 
food in support of her struggling 
neighbors. And, today she is one 
of the strongest financial support-
ers of Aurora Food Pantry.
 At a young age, Karen learned 
to be philanthropic. “We never 
had a lot growing up, but my 
parents encouraged us to get 
involved and be charitable.”
 Savvy shopping skills, com-
bined with a love of grocery shop-
ping and couponing, helped Kar-
en to buy large quantities of food 
for cents on the dollar. “When 
people see my cart full of items, I 
have to tell them that it isn’t all for 

me,” she exclaims with laughter. 
 Karen is an excellent ambas-
sador for Aurora Food Pantry. 
“Everyone knows I support Auro-
ra Food Pantry,” Karen explains. 
And, her passion for giving is con-
tagious—after explaining to one 
shopper how her amazing haul of 
groceries helps others, he gave 
her $20 to buy even more food. 
 Karen enjoys the personal re-
lationships she’s formed with staff 
members of Aurora Food Pantry 
including Brisa Barraza, Distribu-
tion Manager, Kristan Ensminger, 
Director of Operations, and 
Howard Smith, Warehouse Coor-
dinator. She especially likes how 
Aurora Food Pantry reaches out 
to the community, in Aurora and 
beyond.
 Although she is a retired 
librarian from Aurora East High 
School, Karen continues to serve 
the community today as a librarian 
at the Montgomery campus of 
Oswego Public Library. While she 
may also soon be “retiring” from 
her labor-intensive couponing 
hobby, Karen plans to continue 

to give generously as a monetary 
donor. “By living frugally and 
being ‘green,’ I have been able to 
have the resources to contribute 
to charities important to me.”
 Thank you, Karen, for sharing 
your generous spirit with Aurora 
Food Pantry!

A Lifetime of Giving
 By living frugally and being 

‘green,’ I have been able to have 
the resources to contribute to 
charities important to me.”

One of our youngest clients “shops” 
with her dad.



TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2602    Aurora, IL 60507
Pantry Location:  1110 Jericho Road,  Aurora     
Phone:  630-897-2127 
Website: aurorafoodpantry.org       
Email: info@aurorafoodpantry.org

Each week, 1,000 families who struggle with low 
wages, illness, unemployment, and more visit our 
pantry. In the past year, families received more 
than 50,000 grocery baskets full of nutritious food.

 follow us on Facebook 
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2nd 2 None 5K/10K Race:
Watch our E-news and  
Facebook page for the date.

Marine Corps Golf Outing:
Wednesday, August 10

Thanksgiving Gala:  
Saturday November 12

Save the Date!

Celebrating 35 Years!

Alfred Bersted Foundation, 
Bank of America, N.A., Trustee

Northern Illinois Food Bank

To receive our bi-monthly e-news, email 
Nicole at nlouis@aurorafoodpantry.org

Thank you to Aurora Fastprint, Inc. for 
generously donating a portion of this newsletter.
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