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Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2602    Aurora, IL 60507
Pantry Location:  1110 Jericho Road,  Aurora     
Phone:  630-897-2127 
Website: aurorafoodpantry.org       
Email: info@aurorafoodpantry.org

Each week, 920 families who struggle with low wages, illness, unemployment, and more visit our pantry. Last 
year, 3.24 million nutritious meals were distributed to families in our community.

Thank You to our Leadership Circle

Save the Date!

Thank you to Aurora Fastprint, Inc. for generously donating 
a portion of the printing of this newsletter.

Follow us on:

Donate at: aurorafoodpantry.org/donate

Stamp Out Hunger:  May 12 
OctoberFeast: October 6Matching Pallet Radiothon:  June 29

Alfred Bersted Foundation
Carol Winkle Trust
Creative Contract Packaging

 @aurorafoodpantry  @aurorapantry  @aurorafoodpantry

Aspen Lane Wine Company
Blessed Sacrament Church
BMO Harris Bank
Cabot Microelectronics
City of Aurora - Quality of 
Life Grant
Exelon Generation

Fox Valley Marine Corps 
League
Gerald Subaru of Naperville
Richard Christensen
Hollywood Casino
J.R. Albert Foundation

Marine Corps League Golf Outing:  August 8  



Spring 2018

More 
than 90 
veterans 
came to 
the event; 
with the 
veterans’ 
families 
included, 
nearly 
250
people 
received 
food. 

It was a day of smiles, camaraderie and 
cake at our Veterans Food Pantry. Held 
the day before Veterans Day, it was the 

first time Aurora Food Pantry has had a 
special food distribution just for veterans.
 “We already serve many veterans 
at our weekly food distributions,” 
said Kristan Ensminger, Director of 
Operations. “Unfortunately, there still 
is a lot of stigma about asking for help, 
so this event was a way to celebrate our 
veterans while introducing them to the 
services we offer.”
 The event had a party-like 
atmosphere thanks to the giant (and 
delicious) peach-filled cake donated by 
Lezza Spumoni & Desserts of Elmhurst in 
celebration of the 242nd birthday of the 
U.S. Marine Corps. 
 The Fox Valley Marine Crops League 
generously underwrote the cost of the 
food that was distributed. “This was an 
opportunity for us to say ‘thank you’ to 
everyone who has served their country 
in the military by sharing cake and the 
gift of food,” said Jim Butler of the Fox 

Valley Marine Corps League.
 More than 90 veterans came to 
the event; with the veterans’ families 
included, nearly 250 people received 
food. Two-thirds of the participants had 
never visited Aurora Food Pantry before. 
Aurora Mayor Richard Irvin, himself an 
Army veteran, visited during the event, 
greeting and thanking the veterans. 
 “I was surprised at the size of the 
crowd,” said Larry Griffin, an Army 
veteran who has been volunteering at 
Aurora Food Pantry for 4 years. Larry 
was instrumental in getting the word out 
about the event, making several trips to 
the veterans’ clinic in North Aurora to 
share information. “It was good to see 
everyone and help out.”
 Plans are in place to make the 
Veterans Pantry an annual event. Our 
sincere thanks and appreciation to the 
Fox Valley Marine Corps League and the 
many other members of our community 
who volunteered their time to help make 
the day possible!   

Serving Our Veterans

A publication of Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry



As we begin 2018, we’re 
looking back at all the amazing 
things your generosity 
accomplished in 2017. On 
the opposite page, you will 
see a snap shot of these 

accomplishments. Your donations provided an 
astounding 3.24 million meals to more than 19,000 
individuals in our community, including nearly 9,000 
children and seniors. 
 While fewer families are visiting at each weekly 
distribution than in previous years, more and more 
working families are in need of food assistance. 
 Our January client survey revealed that the 
number one reason people came to the pantry was 
because their wages weren’t enough to cover their 
household expenses. Over half of our clients have 
had to choose between paying a bill or buying 
food and nearly one in five have skipped a meal or 
eaten less so someone else in their family could eat. 
(Despite this, the average client only visits Aurora 

Food Pantry eight times a year, demonstrating that 
families only come when it is absolutely necessary.)
 With many still struggling, your generosity 
continues to improve the lives of our client families.  
Because of your donations, we are able to offer 
highly nutritious food to all who come, with over half 
of the food we now distribute consisting of fresh 
produce, meat, dairy, eggs, and bread. We were 
also able to expand Food for Thought (our summer 
feeding program for kids) and start our new Veterans 
Pantry.
 With your help, we remain committed to 
providing everyone in our community access to 
fresh, nutritious food. Together, we can end hunger 
in our community.

Marilyn Weisner

A Message from the Executive Director

good fun. food beer. good cause.

Ahearty danke schön to everyone who raised a 
glass with us at our OctoberFeast fundraiser 

last September. The delicious German food, beer 
and wine tastings, and auctions made for a fun 
and festive evening. The capacity crowd – many of 
whom showed up in lederhosen! – raised $168,000 
which will provide over $1 million worth of food. 
We are so grateful for their generosity!
 By popular demand, OctoberFeast will be back 
for 2018! So dust off your lederhosen, limber up 
your drinking arm and save the date for Saturday 
October 6. See you there!



Give Food. Give Hope.
2017 Impact Report

In a January survey, of those 
surveyed:

99% of clients said the food
they received helped them 
with their household budgets

93% of clients said the
food they received helped 
improve their overall health

We received 3.6 million 
pounds of food in 2017. 
Where does it come from?

69%
Food rescue  
from local sources

13%
Government

10%
Community 
Donations

8% Purchased

2,088 food deliveries to
seniors and homebound 
individuals

14,906 gallons
of milk given 
out during the 
summer

53,927 extra meals
given to kids during 
the summer Food for 
Thought program

29 new families
visit the pantry 
each week

45% of the people we serve are children and seniors

For every $1 donated, we can distribute $7 worth of food.


