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Serving Our Veterans

I

t was a day of smiles, camaraderie and
cake at our Veterans Food Pantry. Held
the day before Veterans Day, it was the
first time Aurora Food Pantry has had a
special food distribution just for veterans.
“We already serve many veterans
at our weekly food distributions,”
said Kristan Ensminger, Director of
Operations. “Unfortunately, there still
is a lot of stigma about asking for help,
so this event was a way to celebrate our
veterans while introducing them to the
services we offer.”
The event had a party-like
atmosphere thanks to the giant (and
delicious) peach-filled cake donated by
Lezza Spumoni & Desserts of Elmhurst in
celebration of the 242nd birthday of the
U.S. Marine Corps.
The Fox Valley Marine Crops League
generously underwrote the cost of the
food that was distributed. “This was an
opportunity for us to say ‘thank you’ to
everyone who has served their country
in the military by sharing cake and the
gift of food,” said Jim Butler of the Fox

Valley Marine Corps League.
More than 90 veterans came to
the event; with the veterans’ families
included, nearly 250 people received
food. Two-thirds of the participants had
never visited Aurora Food Pantry before.
Aurora Mayor Richard Irvin, himself an
Army veteran, visited during the event,
greeting and thanking the veterans.
“I was surprised at the size of the
crowd,” said Larry Griffin, an Army
veteran who has been volunteering at
Aurora Food Pantry for 4 years. Larry
was instrumental in getting the word out
about the event, making several trips to
the veterans’ clinic in North Aurora to
share information. “It was good to see
everyone and help out.”
Plans are in place to make the
Veterans Pantry an annual event. Our
sincere thanks and appreciation to the
Fox Valley Marine Corps League and the
many other members of our community
who volunteered their time to help make
the day possible!
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