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What Aurora 
Food Pantry 
Meant to ThemT elsa didn’t know she was seriously 

ill until she couldn’t make dinner 
for her children anymore. Like many 
single working mothers, she was focused 
on raising her two kids, and she often 
neglected her own health.  A visit to the 
doctor revealed a serious case of hepatitis 
– something she believes she contracted 
in the medical environment where she 
worked. She was hospitalized immediately.

 “I was so sick I became delusional,” she 
said. “I didn’t even remember talking to 
people afterwards.” 

Telsa struggled to recover as doctors 
attempted to get her illness under control. 
“I felt fortunate my kids didn’t get it, too,” 
she said. “Everyone around me had to  
be tested.”

During her four-month ordeal, Telsa lost 
her job and found it hard to make ends 

meet. The SNAP program (formerly known 
as food stamps) wasn’t enough to feed her 
growing teens, so she decided to come 
back to the Aurora Food Pantry where she 
had once been helped.

Here, she found the type of food her 
doctors had recommended – fresh  
fruits, vegetables and meats. Based  
on the nutritional recommendations  
of her healthcare providers, she began 
to introduce produce into every 
meal and learned new ways to make 
nourishing foods.

Today, she has regained her health and 
has embarked on a search to find a new 
job as a medical biller.  In the meantime, 
she knows she can rely on Aurora Food 
Pantry to help keep her family healthy. 
“It’s made a big difference,” she said. “We 
never run out of nutritious food.”

Raising two teens demands most of Tesla’s 
attention these days, but in her spare time 
she indulges her talent as a professional 
singer at venues in the City of Chicago 
that showcase local talent. 

Like so many people we serve, Telsa’s 
needs are short-term, a chance to get 
back on her feet and rebuild with the help 
of the wholesome food that Aurora Food 
Pantry can offer. “I was so grateful for 
Aurora Food Pantry,” she said. “They were 
there with the healthy food I required, 
when I needed it.”

Building a Stronger Community

Helping to end local hunger by ensuring that everyone has access to enough nourishing 
food, thereby helping our overall community stay healthy and productive.

When She Needed Us, We Were All There

The Tovar Ramily 
“I never really realized 
how important it is to have 
Aurora Food Pantry in our 
neighborhood until we truly 
needed it,” said Rob Tovar. “I 
fell ill several years ago and 
that led to several surgeries 
and ultimately the loss of my 
job and our house. We were 
so grateful to know that there 
was somewhere that offered 
nutritional healthy options in 
our time of need,” he added. 

Irma and Chris 
When Irma and her husband 
found themselves having 
trouble making ends meet, 
she found Aurora Food Pantry 
through a google search. 
“When I walked in the door 
I was excited at the thought 
of receiving some basic 
necessities, but I didn’t know 
what to expect,” she told us. 
“Now I really look forward to 
coming each week, choosing 
from the wide variety of food 
items and visiting with the 
volunteers.”

Read their complete  
stories & make a gift 
supporting our next chapter at 
www.aurorafoodpantry.org.



Dear Friends of the Pantry –

What an exciting time to be a 
part of the mission of the Aurora 
Area Interfaith Food Pantry!  
We are about to embark on an 
incredible adventure where we 
move the Pantry into the next 

chapter of its history – and all for the benefit of the 
men, women and children we serve.

There is a beautiful quote that states “Surround 
yourself with people who make you hungry for life, 
touch your heart and nourish your soul.”  What the 
author [anonymous] of this quote was offering is a 
glimpse into what we all hunger for as human beings.  
We want to lead lives that are filled with purpose and 
meaning – and that happens through connection and 
intimacy with other people. 

Here at the Pantry, we have been feeding our 
neighbors for four decades.  Our food program is 
strong, thanks to the hardworking volunteers and 
generous donors who empower us to serve nearly 

20,000 people annually (40 percent of whom are 
children).  We are so blessed. 

It is time to take our mission to “the next level.” 
It is our hope to not only offer our incredible food 
program – but also to deepen the roots of the Pantry 
as a true community space where people can gather 
for resources, programming, education and – of 
course – fun!  We are thrilled to be in talks with many 
community partners to create a true collaboration 
where our sister programs can work directly with our 
neighbors here at the Pantry.  We are also looking to 
add in some of our own fun programming -- including 
art and music – and summer time “grill-outs.” 

On behalf of our entire team and the Board of 
Directors, thank you so much for everything you do to 
support our mission.  If we are a great program, it is 
because you make it great!

Best regards, 

Cat Battista, Executive Director

A Message from the Executive Director

Empty Bowls – Wednesday, April 24, 2019
Waubonsee Community College
Sugar Grove Student Center
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Leave your lunch bag at home and enjoy some 
homemade soup with your friends and family. Hand-
crafted bowls will be available for purchase; each 
bowl comes with your choice of homemade soup.  
Proceeds benefit Aurora Food Pantry.

Stamp Out Hunger – Saturday, May 11, 2019
Watch for your Aurora postal carrier dropping off 
a brown paper bag for you to fill with food for the 
Aurora Food Pantry.  Postal carriers will pick up 
food donations left by the mailbox on May 11 for 
this community-wide program which helps feed our 
hungry neighbors.

Food for Kids Radiothon – Friday, June 21, 2019
95.9 The River’s 13-hour Radiothon raises money for 
our summer program for hungry kids.  During the 
months of June & July we provide 40 pounds of extra 
food to families with school-aged children to ensure 
they have adequate nutrition when school lunches are 
not available.

Marine Corps League Golf Outing –  
Wednesday, August 14, 2019
10:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Hit the links to end hunger for this annual event 
sponsored by the Fox Valley Marine Corps League, 
Detachment 1233 and benefitting Aurora Food 
Pantry.  For more information, please visit the Fox 
Valley Marines Facebook page.

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events and visit our website for more details!

Our Youngest Donor
In case you didn’t see him on 
our Facebook page, this little 
guy is too cute to miss. Four-
year-old Jackson asked Santa 
for money this year, because, in 
his words, he “wanted to help 
people.” Soon after Christmas, 
Jackson came in to Aurora Food 
Pantry with his grandmother 
and 71 pounds of food that his 
family had donated in lieu of 
their grab bag gifts this year. 
Jackson was so proud!  And 
we’re so proud of him, too, we 
just had to share!



Piper’s Banquets, Aurora 
5:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.

Please join us for our annual, fall benefit!  Funds 
raised from this spectacular event help us to serve 
more than 19,000 families each year with fresh, 
healthy food.  Enjoy great music, fall-themed food, 
exciting silent & live auctions, as well as whiskey, wine 
and beer tastings.  
 

S P O N S O R

Now Accepting Sponsorships, Program Book Ads and 
Live & Silent Auction Donations

Simply call Becky Dunnigan at (630) 692-3061 
and show our community that you care about our 
hungry neighbors by purchasing a Harvest Moon 
sponsorship, a Program Book ad or by donating an 
item for our live/silent auctions.  

Saturday, October 5, 2019

2018 Annual Report
Our amazing donors and volunteers provided food and hope to thousands of families in our community in 2018. 
Your incredible generosity makes all of this possible. Thank you.

3.3 million pounds of  
food distributed

32 trips to seniors  
and homebound  
individuals made from 
March through October

81,895 pounds of food 
additional distributed in 
summer months for fami-
lies of school-aged children 
(replacing school-year free 
lunch program)

40,162 households served
3,346 Visits Per Month

1.7 million pounds  
of food rescued

101 new families 
per month on  
average

37,174 volunteer  
hours

000 special food pick-ups 



Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry

P.O. Box 2602    Aurora, IL 60507  

Return Service Requested

When She Needed Us

Each week, 920 families who struggle with low wages, illness, unemployment and more visit our Pantry.  Last year, 3.3 million 
pounds of food were provided to nearly 20,000 unique individuals, helping to build a stronger community. 

Make a gift to support our hungry neighbors by using the enclosed envelope or visit www.aurorafoodpantry.org – thank you!  

Donate  aurorafoodpantry.org/donate
Volunteer aroman@aurorafoodpantry.org
Visit   www.aurorafoodpantry
Call   (630) 897-2127  
Follow    @aurorafoodpantry       @aurorapantry       @aurorafoodpantry     
Pantry Location 1110 Jericho Rd, Aurora, IL 60506

Mailing Address PO Box 2602, Aurora, IL 60507

Thank you to Aurora Fastprint, Inc. for generously donating a portion of the printing of this newsletter.


